Verona Business District Advisory Committee (BDAC)
Meeting Report

October 21, 2009
BDAC Initiative Updates: 
ORGANIZATION: Lou Tumminello, Organization Chair
· Ethan Raup reported on the ‘Special Project’ options open to Verona and gave various example of what has been done in other Allegheny Together communities.
· Lou has been in contact with the school to investigate the possibility of students producing artwork that could be placed in vacant storefronts to beautify the streetscape.
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT: Patti Tumminello, Business Development Chair

· Elaine Savoldi conducted a business development workshop and had the BDAC and community attendees participate in the identification of Verona’s business mix and what types of businesses the community would like to see (banking, restaurants, a bakery, pizza shop, drug store).
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN: Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair

· It was reported that 13 applications were submitted for Allegheny Restore façade improvements this cycle. He also received assurances from some local banks that they would be happy to work with people with their loan applications
· There was a discussion of parking permits used in Verona and whether the overall parking policies in town were business friendly.
· A discussion ensued about whether Borough policies and procedures with code enforcement (building, occupancy permits, etc.) were actually counter-productive to encouraging and attracting new business. Jim suggested that creating a comprehensive plan for making Verona much more business friendly might be something to consider in the 2010 action plan.

· Mike continues to seek historic photos of the downtown.
COMMUNITY LIFE: Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair

· No Report
Attendance:
Present:

Patti Tumminello, Business Development Chair

Lou Tumminello, Organization Chair

Mike Vento, Architecture & Design Chair
Attendance:
Absent:

Kathi Ferguson, Community Life Chair
Also in attendance:
Jim Galbraith, TCA

Ethan Raup, PHLF

Ann Nelson, PHLF

7 members of the public
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, November 18th at 4:30 PM at the Borough Building


Streetscape


Review Special Project Ideas



Signage Update

REQUESTS OF TCA:

1. Make 7 copies for meeting of this report. -MP
2. Email this report to the committee. -JG
3. Send meeting reminder before the next regular meeting via email. -MP
4. Get an article about a ‘holiday event’ for the newsletter. -JG
